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Contents of the March Bulletin. 


The Bulletin for March contains a tabulation showing the number 
of offenses known to the police as reported to the Bureau of Investi- 
gation by contributing police departments of the country for that 


month. 

The above tabulation is designated Table I and is limited to those 
figures which are received from police departments in cities, towns, 
and villages, as distinguished from the returns submitted by county 
sheriffs, State police, and officers in a similar status. These latter 
ee represent the returns received from county and other jurisdic- 

ns, including the possessions, and are published in Table I-A. 

The term “Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the Uniform Classifica- 
tion, occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become 
known to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of 

uting or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the 
blowing group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience 
to be those most generally and completely reported to the police: 
Felonious homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter 
and (b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; nts” aggravated 
assault; burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft, including 
(a) thefts of $50 and over, and (6) thefts of under $50; and auto theft. 

“Offenses known to the police’’ include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses which are reported by the police departments of contributing 
ditiés, and not merely atrests of cleared cases. 

A table is also shown indicating the extent of the population area 
Tepresented by contributing cities, exclusive of county and other 
Teturns. In addition the number of current and supplementary 
feturns received by States during the current year are published 
separately, while the average daily number of offenses, and the per 
tent of each offense class to the whole number reported, as reflected 
by the figures received, are also shown. 

Considerable Expansion Noted in March. 


During the current year 1,227 cities have furnished the Bureau of 
Investigation with monthly returns on offenses known to the police. 
Approximately 1,000 cities have contributed the figures for each of 
the three months of 1931, but the figure 1,227 represents the number 
of departments from which returns were received for any one month. 
, peeeaiion represented by these cities is estimated to be 

301. 

For the month of March 1,140 cities contributed returns reflecting 
' the number of offenses known of the designated classes which were 
_Teported to the police departments of those cities. Current returns 


(1) 





were also received from a number of counties in various States, State 
— the first and third Divisions of Alaska, the Canal Zone, and 
orto Rico. In addition to the above, figures were received for 
revious months of 1930 and 1931 from Bequip and Manila in the 
hilippines, and from two counties in Honolulu have 
In the following table are shown the number and per cent of the — me 
cities and the number and per cent of the population of those cities of gy MP 
more than 10,000 inhabitants from which returns have been received We +2 
for any one month of 1931. The figures are based on the 1939 i publi 
census. In addition to those listed in the table there are 543 citiegof #% SUPP 
an aggregate population of 2,985,403 which also have contributed # Prev! 
returns during the current year. The population represented by the % 
returns from counties and others is not included in this table. 


Population 
sented in pa 
ee 


. Cities over 250,000 


D. Cities 25,000 to 50,000 
E. Cities 10,000 to 25,000 


naam ae toes oh eats + ga of population less than 10,000 aggregating a total of 2,985,408 
Number of Contributing Cities Increases Substantially. 

Returns for the month of March were received from 1,140 cities 
which represents an increase of 64 over the number of current te 
turns published in the February bulletin. Among this number con. 


tributing for March were 45 cities from which returns of offense 
known to the police had not been received previously. It is interesti 
to note that for the month of March, 1930, returns were publi 
for 541 cities. The increase over that number for March, 1931, is 599, 
In the table which follows are shown the number of returns by 
States received and published currently during 1931. Pere 


Number of current returns published monthly, 1931 
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wp Contributors Urged to Submit Supplementaries. 

(ities which began contributing returns on crime statistics to the 
sau of Investigation in March are requested to furnish the figures 
January and February, if ible. Likewise, the cities which 
» omitted any one of the months of the current year are 
ed to furnish the figures if they are available. In this manner the 


; reporting area established may be maintained. 


n the table which follows the total number of returns received and 


plished, including supplementaries tor the current year, are shown. 


' Supplementary returns are those which have been received for 


‘previous months since the last issue of the bulletin. 


Total published returns, including supplementaries, 1931 
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Percentage Table of Part I Offenses. 

The monthly per cent of each offense class to the whole for the last 
six months of 1930, and for the first quarter of 1931, is shown in the 
peowing table. The figures are based on the total number of offenses 
reported by all contributing cities, exclusive of defective and incom- 
plete returns. 

, Per cent of offenses known 


Part I classes of the uniform classi- 
fication 


100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 
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Average Daily Offenses. : 
The daily averages of the number of offenses known of the degig. - 

nated classes, as reflected in the following table, are based upon 

figures submitted by 1,075 cities which contributed both in Feb 

and March, exclusive of incomplete and patently defective returng, 

Due allowance was made for the variance in the number of days in — 

each of the foregoing months. J 

Daily average 1,075 miscellaneous cities 


The next table of daily averages is based upon figures submitted by 
77 cities each of a population of 100,000 or more, which contributed 
returns both in February and March. Incomplete and defective 
returns are excluded. 


Daily average 77. cities 100,000 population and over 


February, 1931......... . 
March, 1931 


Monthly Figures Based on Offenses Known. ‘ 

The attention of contributing officials is-invited to the fact that the 
figures compiled, according to the Uniform Classification of Offenses 
are based upon the sre Fea of offenses reported to the respective 
= officers as distinguished from the number of arrests madé, 

or example, if a report is received that a robbery has occurred and 
two individuals are taken into custody and charged with the crime, 
only one offense is recorded. Simil ilarly, if a police department 


receives complaints to the effect that two offenses of robbery have § 


been committed and one person is taken into custody and charged 
with the crimes, two cases of robbery should be recorded in the 
monthly return. 
The above comment should not be construed to mean, hoa 
that only those offenses wherein arrests are made should be recorded. 
If a report is received to the effect that any one of the crimes listed” 
on the monthly Return A has been committed, it should be recorded 
if investigation proves that the report was not unfounded. In other 
words, it is immaterial whether an arrest has been made when # 
report has been received to the effect that one of the offenses of thé” 
designated classés has been committed. In each jnstance a record 
thereof should be made on the monthly return. ee 
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Danbury--.....-...--.... 
1 Not classified; included in total. 
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Tapie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, March, 1981—Continued: 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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Taste I.—Number of offenses known to the police, March, 1931—Continued 





State and city 


MICHIGAN—Ccontinued 
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Tas_E I.—Number of offenses known to:the police, March, 1931—Continued 


Felonious homicide 


State and city 
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Tasie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, March, 1931—Continued 
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Tasuie I.—Number of offenses known to the police, March, 1931—Continueg 


Felonious homicide 
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Tasiz I-A.—County and other reports of known offenses, March, 1981 
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A uate I-A.—County and other reports of known offenses, March, 1931—Continued 
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26 
Taste Il.—Supplementary returns of known offenses 


FEBRUARY, 1930 
CALIFORNIA 


MARCH, 1930 
CALIFORNIA 


APRIL, 1930 
MASSACHUSETTS 


AUGUST, 1930 
PENNSYLVANIA 


OCTOBER, 1930 
NEW JERSEY 
Maplewood * 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued 


Felonious homicide 
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Taste II.—Supplementary returns of known offenses—Continued a 
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